Introduction
Greetings Everyone:  Welcome to this small group study on the person and work of Holy Spirit.  These two aspects of Holy Spirit are important for us as we grow toward being more like Jesus,  The goal of all God’s children (Ephesians 4:13, 15)

Throughout the Bible Holy Spirit is referred to in a variety of ways”

The Spirit of God

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord

The Spirit of Christ

The Spirit of Jesus

The Holy Spirit

The Spirit

The Spirit of holiness

The Spirit of truth

The Spirit of life

The Spirit of Grace

Jesus talked about Holy Spirit in a very personal way.  You will notice in this study that I describe Holy Spirit without “the” even though it is almost universally used throughout the scriptures.  I have intentionally used this technique to help us see Holy Spirit as a name, not a title.  Holy Spirit is not some ethereal presence which we can never grab onto (like attempting to grab air).  Holy Spirit is a person, the third person of the Trinity.  As such we can have a relationship with Holy Spirit and Holy Spirit can relate to us.  In our study of the scriptures we will discover much of the character (personhood) of this friend that God has given us through Jesus our Lord.  

Holy Spirit has a job to do within God’s plan for humanity. The Bible tells us that when we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord our past is gone…whatever that past might contain…and a new life has begun (2 Corinthians 5:17).  That new life is as a child of God (John 1:12-13).  We have been adopted into God’s family (Ephesians 1:5).  This new life will last forever (John 3:16).  (If you have never accepted Jesus as your Savior and Lord I pray that you will do so.  If you do not know how to do so, please ask your group leader who will explain this process to you.)
The Bible tells us that upon accepting Jesus as our Savior and Lord, God seals us with Holy 
Spirit (Ephesians 1;13, 14) guaranteeing our arrival at our eternal home.  The Bible tells us that:

We now belong to God

Holy Spirit lives in us

We have become the temple of Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20)

Holy Spirit provides a power so we can become the people God wants us to be and do 
those things God designed us to do (Acts 1:8).

It is the job description of Holy Spirit to accomplish these tasks in our lives.  The Bible proclaims these spiritual realities, so we can live with confidence as God’s children in our world today.  
However, many Christians do not live with joyful confidence or under the guidance of Holy Spirit.  This gift of God, Holy Spirit, has not been unleashed in our lives.  In some ways Holy Spirit is like batteries that come pre-inserted into a mechanical device purchased at a store.  A piece of plastic is often inserted between the battery terminal and their connecting points thus keeping the electrical impulse from flowing.  To get the device to work the strip must be pulled out allowing the current to flow and the device to work.  When we accept Jesus the battery of Holy Spirit has been placed in our lives.  The question for us as Christians should never be “do we have or how can we get Holy Spirit?” but rather, “How do we release Holy Spirit in and through us?  How do we remove the plastic strip that has kept Holy Spirit from energizing our lives?”

The purpose of this study is to assist us in understanding who Holy Spirit is and to set the ground work for the power of Holy Spirit to be unleashed in our lives.  The readings of each day are to help set that stage.  The discussions for each small group are to provide the opportunity to share with other people on this journey of discovery.  The outline of this devotional series and reflecting journal is as follows:  

Who is Holy Spirit and Why should I care?

Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

Holy Spirit in the New Testament
Holy Spirit and the Early Church

The Character Holy Spirit develops

Holy Spirit and You

Some of the devotional thoughts I have taken from a little pamphlet titled, “In Quest of the Spirit.”  The devotionals were written by Langdon Garrison for a program developed by the Institute for Church Renewal in 1970 titled, “Fifty Days to Pentecost.”  I have placed Mr. Garrison’s initials (LG) at the end of his devotionals even if I have made some modifications to update his thoughts.  The rest of the material I have written.  

May the Lord guide and direct you through this time of spiritual deepening.  
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