Session #6
Holy Spirit and You

Day 1 Morning

From asking to thanking

Luke 11:5-13

During this study we have looked at this passage several times.  This time I want to share a personal story of growth.
I don’t know if you have experienced this, but, at certain points in my life I have had a deeper and more passionate drive for spiritual growth.  During one such period this spiritual passion was focused on receiving Holy Spirit.  I had read this wonderful passage from Luke and took it at face value.

11:11  "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12  Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
I passionately and persistently began asking God for Holy Spirit.  I had a vision in my head about what would happen when the gift was given to me: I would speak in tongues like the day of Pentecost; I would lead many people to Christ; I would pray for people and hundreds (thousands) would be healed; I would become a famous minister for the Lord.  Nothing happened.  I prayed harder.  I prayed louder.  Nothing.  I quoted the above passage to God and tried to hold God hostage to the promise.  Nada.  I…I…aye…aye…
After several weeks I felt a failure.  Worse yet, I felt God had lied to me.  In my humbled state I finally asked, “What do I need to do to receive Holy Spirit?”  The gentle voice of God whispered in my soul, “START THANKING ME!”  
What?!  “Yes,” the voice said.  “I will fulfill my promise, when I want, how I want, for the purposes I want.  In fact, I have already given you Holy Spirit, but your self-centered expectations have been so great that you haven’t been able to see the gift I have given.  Take a deep breath, Paul.  Start thanking me and then you will begin to see.”  

Prayer.  Gracious God, I thank and praise You that You are a God who keeps his word.  There are times I see your faithfulness.  There are times I do not.  Your faithfulness is not based on my perception.  You are faithful and so I choose to be thankful.  Thank You for doing your work in me.  Thank You for giving me Holy Spirit.  Thank You for the gifts You have given me through Holy Spirit.  Thank You for the character You are developing me through Holy Spirit.  Thank You for Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
Day 1 Evening

Read: Psalm 118
How have you given thanks to the Lord today?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 2 Morning

“The Mind of Christ”

Read:  1 Corinthians 2:6-16
We live in the “Information Age.”  That is what they call it.  Because of computerization, the amount of amassed knowledge doubles every 15 to 18 months.  Because of this growth of available and shared information we are experiencing tremendous discoveries.  The universe is growing and shrinking at the same time.  We are on the verge of great discoveries because of our access to the human genome.  Because of the information available to us, our need for some mythical being called God is diminished in the eyes of many people.  God is become like our understanding of cavemen and women.  

How interesting that in the midst of the rise of knowledge there seems to be the slipping of the wise use of knowledge.  Even though we know just about every reason why marriages end, we aren’t wise enough to solve the problems and live happily and meaningfully together.  Even though we know the destruction nuclear weapons would cause, we still build them and threaten one another with them.  Even though we know we must learn to manage our natural resources or the ecosystems of our planet will die, we choose to go the easy route of self-gratification.  Our knowledge has not led to wisdom.  
Because of the presence of Holy Spirit we have the opportunity to be different.  Knowledge will not go away.  In fact, it will continue to increase.  But, we have the mind of Christ.  The mind of Christ taps us in to the heart and will of God.  The mind of Christ leads us to love one another as Jesus loved us.  The mind of Christ directs us to confront that which is wrong and destructive just as he confronted the religious and political leaders of his day.  The mind of Christ gives us the wisdom to apply the principles of God’s Kingdom in the daily operations of our world.  Because of Holy Spirit we have “the mind of Christ.”  

The question is not, “Do we have…”  That is the given.  The question is how do we access what we have?  

Prayer:  Gracious God, I thank and praise You for Jesus Christ my savior and Lord.  While on earth he listened to You, he talked with You, he heard You, he lived in perfect obedience to your will.  Now, in and through Holy Spirit his mind resides in me.  Just as I have had to learn how to access modern day technology, help me to learn to access his mind.  Teach me how to live in his peace and joy.  Give me the courage to act like he acted.  Help me find the assurance that I am following in his footsteps.  For the sake of your kingdom we pray.  Amen. 

Day 2 Evening

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 3 Morning

“Filled to Serve”

Read:  1 Corinthians 12:1-11
There are 29 of them mentioned on the pages of scripture.  Truth be told, there are probably many more.  More gifts that we can count.  More ways Holy Spirit works in us and through us to fulfill God’s purposes and to move the Kingdom of God forward.  
Our wonderful passage today reminds us of some very important truths about Spiritual Gifts.  The first truth is these gifts are given by Holy Spirit.  Sometimes Holy Spirit gifts come as augmentations of natural traits.  We all have strengths.  However, there are times when something comes over us (some one?!) and takes our nature abilities and uses them in ways we never thought possible.  Holy Spirit.  There are also times when we are led to do something that is outside our natural sphere of operation.  Holy Spirit.  When we begin to see a way that God uses us we know this is a direction given by Holy Spirit.

Second, we are told, “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given…”  I believe this passage of scripture was written to the Christians in Corinth.  What the Apostle Paul is emphasizing is that every believer has been given this “manifestation,” a gift by Holy Spirit.  No exceptions!!  No excuses!!  Everyone!!  The issue is discovering what my gifts are. Sometimes that happens through divine revelation.  However, my experience tells me it often is revealed through communal affirmation.  When a person begins to use their gift(s) and their work is affirmed by the community of Christians we begin to know what Holy Spirit has done.
Finally, they are given “…for the common good.”  My friend, Rev. Doug Melius used to say, “It’s not about you.”  Often the congregation would remind him, “It’s not about you either.”  This is especially true about the gifts Holy Spirit gives us.  The gifts we are given are for the common good. They are given to make the Church of Jesus Christ better, corporately as well as individually.  That is what Holy Spirit wants to accomplish in and through you. 
Prayer:  Holy Spirit, I thank and praise You for giving me gifts to use within the work of God’s Kingdom.  There are times when I doubt what it is You have given me to do.  There are times I am frightened to jump in and use what You have given me to use.  None the less, You have given me gifts and empowered me to serve.  Give me the assurance I need that it is You who is leading me.  Work in and through this flawed servant to accomplish your purposes as You work for the common good in this community You love.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Day 3 Evening

Read: Romans 12:1-8
Reflect on the gifts as described in this passage and the prayer.  
Prayer:  Holy Spirit, You are the One who has given me spiritual gifts.  I need your help in seeing what You have already given.  I need your boldness so that I can step out in faith and use them.  I need your wisdom to know the when, the where, the how, and the why.  Direct me this day so I might be a tool in your hand to touch others with God’s love and grace.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
Day 4 Morning

“The Goal Holy Spirit Moves Us Towards”

Read:  Ephesians 4:11-16
Just as we must grow and mature as human beings, so we must grow and mature as God’s children.  Such spiritual growth is not measured by chronological years.  It is measured by the maturity God gives us as we become more like his son and our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
Over the years of my ministry I have been blessed by people who have demonstrated this type of maturity.  A woman elder in one congregation, I will call her Karin, is such an example.  Karin didn’t say much.  She was a listener.  There were times in meetings when I would have to publicly ask her to contribute.  Most often she would sit, observe, and listen.

When Karin spoke it was often the movement of Holy Spirit that directed her.  She would not have said it that way but I certainly saw it.  I remember one incident when the Elders were divided on a topic.  Around and around the discussion went.  45 minutes!  Then Karin spoke and shared her thoughts.  It was like the first domino in a domino chain had been pushed over.  Within moments the Elders had become of one heart and mind.  The decision was made.  The work of God moved forward. Maturity.  
The work of Holy Spirit in our lives and in our church has a goal: “to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (4:12,13).  Wow!  What a goal!  Can you say, “Help?”  

We have work to do.  The good news:  At least we know the goals: works of service; unity in the faith; maturity in the knowledge of Son of God; the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  Certainly, this will take a life time to achieve…maybe even an eternal-life time.  At least we know that to which we are to grow.    
Prayer:  Holy Spirit of God, I thank and praise you for this goal of spiritual maturity.  I cannot hope to move toward this goal without You.  You give me the mind of Christ.  You bless me with spiritual gifts.  You develop in me the character of God’s Kingdom.  You grow me to become more like Jesus.  I can’t become the person I need to be, the person I want to be, the person God wants me to be without You.  I open myself to You so You might do your work in me.  Come, Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Day 4 Evening

Read: 2 Peter 1:3-11
Reflect on these verses as it pertains to spiritual maturity.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 5 Morning

When the Spirit says “NO”
Read:  Acts 16:1-10
I tend to be an idea guy.  Every year multiple ideas spawn inside this crazy head (and sometimes soul) of mine.  Over the course of my adult work I have come to understand if one of those ideas sticks it has been a good year.  
As an idea guy it is hard for me when I hear the word, NO.  It can be in my own head that I begin to doubt.  NO can come from any number of those who disbelieve in my ideas.  NO can be from someone who fears the hard work of seeing a dream become a reality.  The idea is good.  The idea might even be God honoring and potentially a means to advance the Kingdom of God, but, hearing NO can be devastating.  
In our text this morning Holy Spirit tells the Apostle Paul, “No.”  Paul had a great idea of taking the Gospel to what is now central and northern Turkey.  Holy Spirit said, “No.”

We are not told how Holy Spirit conveyed this message.  Was it a prophetic word from God?  Was it the weather?  Were there terrorists out and about that made the journey unsafe? We aren’t told but many commentators speculate that it was through a physical illness that this message came.  Malaria was a common disease in the region where Paul was traveling.  It may have been through this means that Holy Spirit said, “NO.”  

What was the outcome of Holy Spirit saying “No” to the Apostle?  He was directed to go to Macedonia and there he found a doctor (was this because he was ill and seeking treatment?) named Luke.  Paul shared the good news with Luke and Luke became a believer as well as Paul’s traveling companion and historian.  The rest is history.  We have the only two history of Jesus’ life and the spread of the Gospel through Luke.  The Spirit knew where Paul need to go and used the “NO” to get him to a significant “YES” in the work of God’s Kingdom.  
“No,” is not the final word.  When we hear it, when we experience it, Holy Spirit is most likely preparing another direction for us.  Only Holy Spirit knows the end result that is intended from the direction that is being set.  
Prayer:  O Lord, I thank and praise You for the ideas, hopes, and dreams You give.  Often these reflect your kingdom and what we know you want in your church and your world.  We long for the hungry to be fed, broken relationships reconciled, those in bondage set free, people who are spiritually destitute to come to know the One who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”   We know this reflects your will.  Show us the role we are to play in these Kingdom activities.  Let us clearly hear your “NO,” when we are not living your purpose for us.  Fill us with your courage when we hear “YES” and “GO.”  In Jesus name.  Amen.

Day 5 Evening

Read:  Matthew 28:16-20
In this “Great Commission” what do you hear Jesus telling you (us) to GO DO?!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Day 6 Morning
When Holy Spirit says “GO”

Read: Acts 1:1-8
As we conclude our study on Holy Spirit, we end where the earliest Christians began.  

They had been called to follow Jesus.  They said, “YES.” They followed Jesus through the 3 years of his ministry.  They had seen miracles take place.  They had heard wonderful teachings of God’s truth.  They had many question and answer times with him.  They had grown to know him, know his heart, and love him with all their hearts.  They became heart-broken when he was arrested, tried, and crucified.  They tried to figure out what it all meant when he rose from the dead.

At the conclusion of Jesus’ 40 days with them following the resurrection, he gave them the direction they needed.  He started with a “NO.”  They wanted to know if the political restoration of the nation of Israel was now going to happen.  His message was quite clear:
"It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority.
This had been their hope from the very beginning, the expulsion of the Romans and the restoration of Israel.  Jesus said, “NO,” not for you to go there.
In addition to saying ‘no’ Jesus also said “GO.”  We heard it in our reading last evening: “As you are going into all the world (the literal Greek translation) make disciples of all nations.”  In our passage today he directed

But you will receive power when Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

The GO task is clearly defined.  Witness to who I am and what I have done in you (that is what a witness does) and help other people become my disciples as well.  As Nike so rightly quips, “Just Do It.”  
How will Jesus lead you and us in fulling the “YES” of the Gospel this day, this week, this year?  Come Holy Spirit.

Prayer:  Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.  Melt me, mold me, fill me, USE me.  Come, Holy Spirit…hear us calling.  Come give your gifts, edify your church; come bring your truth, glorify its Lord; come be our guide, point the way; come walk beside.  In Jesus’ name and for the sake of the Kingdom I pray.  Amen.  
Evening Day 6
Read:  Acts 4:23-31
What would be your prayer for the work of Holy Spirit in your life and the life of this church? ________________________________________________________________________
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